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avoided. Curiously enough they are forbidden to
plough the earth, or even to cause others to do so^
for this may involve injury to life.
Most of these regulations are followed somewliat
strictly by Jains, with the* result that the class, as a
whole, is exceptionally well-behaved and they are
most humane members of society.   Caste is observed
to a certain extent, but there is no general class
reserved, for   priesthood,    although   they employ
Brahmans sometimes.   la the north and west of
India Jains are mostly an educated class, engaged
in commerce; in the south, notwithstanding the rule
against ploug;hing, large numbers are agriculturists.
The principal Jain temples are remarkable for
their elaborate structure and peculiar architecture.
The chief places of pilgrimage for Jains are
situate in the midst of l^eautiful scenery on hill-
sides and peaks,
Palitana, or the * Abode 6f the Pali/ is the town
at the foot of the sacred mountain Satrunjy^..
(victorious over the foe), on which Jains.from all
over India have erected temples, small and large,,
sacred to Mahavira. The hill, which rises to a
height of about 2,000 feet, is situated near the Gulf
of Cambay in Kathiawar; it forms an abode of
the gods, for it contains no habitations, save the
r6oras occupied by the priests and care-t^fcers;
some of the temples have large halls, the ibofs of
which are supported by carved columns, each of
different design, and they are profusely ornamented
in marble; all contain one. or more marble